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value to the Sirdar than his training as an
engineer. Here in the outlying villages he saw
fanaticism of the Moslems, tyranny of rulers,
ignorance of peasants, deep-rooted traditions,
all of which tended to obstruct even the
simplest efforts at justice or reform or sanita-
tion. Familiarity with these things tempered
the white heat of the reformer with the patience
of a far-seeing administrator. Malaria in him-
self, cholera in other people, and an attack by
fanatics on the survey camp were other ex-
periences. In the attack Conder was wounded,
and after the two had returned to London to
prepare the map for printing he was still too
unwell to resume work in the East. Thus when
Kitchener went back to Palestine in January
1877 he was in command. Though it was not
a big command there were many points which
called for careful organization and even
diplomacy. Turkey was at war with, Russia,
the Crescent with the Cross of St. Andrew; the
small camp of the white man contained feeble
means of defence against a rush, and a false
step in dealing with the local Moslems might
have led to disaster. But he found that the
Arabs of Palestine had very little love for their
Turkish rulers, and they remained quiet, except
when fighting among themselves.
Having finished the survey in October 1877,
Kitchener visited Constantinople on his way
back to England. Several months were re-
quired to complete the map and reports, which
were finally handed over in September 1878.
Affairs in the Near East had resulted in Eng-
land taking over the administration of Cyprus,